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Part One: Reading Comprehension

Passage 1

Memory loss, also referred to as amnesia, is an abnormal degree of forgetfulness and/or inability to recall past
events. Depending on the cause, memory loss may have either a sudden or gradual onset, and it may be
permanent or temporary. Memory loss may be limited to the inability to recall recent events, events from the
distant past, or a combination of both. Although the normal aging process can result in difficulty in learning
and retaining new material, normal aging itself is not a cause of significant memory loss unless there is
accompanying disease that is responsible for the memory loss.

Transient global amnesia is a rare, temporary, complete loss of all memory. It is passing episode of short- term
memory loss without other signs or symptoms of neurological impairment. In transient global amnesia (TGA),
the individual does not lose conscioushess but does lose the ability to form new lasting memories. The
individual may be disoriented to place and time, may recognize that something is wrong, and may become
distressed at this realization. In TGA, however, motor function is not affected. The average age of patients with

TGA is 62 (range: 4780) and the mean duration of the episode is 5.7 hours, with a range of 20 minutes to 20

hours.

121. It is understood that amnesia ................... .

a) contributes to neurological impairment b) can have different durations
c) is a result of the aging process d) has one well- known etiology

122. Based on the text, the amnesiacs .............. .
a) remember just current events b) forget only distant events

c) can suffer from aging complications first d) may lose their memory without warning

123. The TGA sufferer may experience all of the following except ............ .
a) distress and confusion b) disorientation to environment

c) unforgettable memories d) temporary forgetfulness

124. The phrase "this realization" refers to the understanding that ............... .

a) there is something wrong with him/ her b) (s)he is suffering from mobility disorder
c) (s)he is under extreme stress d) time/ place disorientation is the real cause
(\0)
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125. The individual suffering from TGA .............. .
a) will suffer amnesia in the long run b) can retain things in his/ her mind temporarily

c) immediately recalls what happens after the attack  d) ultimately recovers his/ her memory

Passage 2

In the study, mice were fed either a low- or high-fiber diet, and some had a type of bacteria in their gut that
ferments fiber into a chemical called butyrate, while others did not. All of the mice were then given a cancer-
causing chemical so that they would develop colon tumors.

The number of tumors was 75 percent lower in mice that were fed a high-fiber diet and had the butyrate-
producing bacteria in their guts, compared with the other mice. However, the high-fiber diet by itself did not
protect against colon cancer; nor did a low-fiber diet with butyrate producing bacteria.

Scott Bultman, the study author at the University of North Carolina School of Medicine, noted that healthy
colon cells use butyrate for fuel, but cancer cells use the glucose. Butyrate collects inside the cells, potentially
causing them to self-destruct, said Bultman.

The question of whether fiber protects against colon cancer in people has been controversial; some studies
suggest a link between a high-fiber diet and a reduced risk of the disease, while others show no such link.
However, several recent studies have found that healthy people have higher levels of butyrate producing
bacteria than people with colon cancer, Bultman said. Future studies should look at people’s diets, as well as
their gut bacteria and genes, to determine whether there is a connection between a high-fiber diet with gut
bacteria and a reduced risk of colon cancer, Bultman said.

126. The mice in the study were given some ............... .

a) butyrate b) fiber diets c) carcinogen d) colon
127. The participants best protected were among those with the ............... in question.

a) butyrate b) bacteria c) fiber d) diet
128. Too much butyrate seemingly collects inside the ............... cells.

a) colon b) tumor c) healthy d) intact

129. The study author claimed that tumor cells feed on ............... .

a) fuel b) glucose c) butyrate d) other cells

130. The underlined pronoun “them” refers to ................

a) cancer cells b) healthy cells c) colon cells d) bacteria
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Passage 3

Vaccines are apathogenic entities that cause the immune system to respond in such a way that when it
encounters the specific pathogen represented by the vaccine, it is able to recognize it and mount a protective
immune response, even though the body may not have encountered that particular pathogen before.

Influenza virus has been with mankind for at least 300 years, causing epidemics every few years and
pandemics every few decades. They result in 250,000 to 500,000 deaths, and 3-5 million cases of severe
illnesses each year worldwide, with 5-15% of the total population becoming infected. Today we have the
capability of producing 300 million dose of vaccine per year- enough for current epidemic in the Western
world, but insufficient for coping with a pandemic.

The influenza vaccine is effective in preventing disease and death, especially in high-risk groups, and in the
context of routing vaccination, the World Health Organization reports that the “influenza vaccine is the most
effective preventive measure available”. With regard to the present fear of an imminent influenza pandemic,
“vaccination and the use of antiviral drugs are the two of the most important response measures for reducing
morbidity and mortality during a pandemic.

131. The immune system is activated if ............... .
a) it encounters the attacking pathogen b) the attacking virus is apathogenic

c) the body has already destroyed the pathogen d) it has already shown proper reaction

132. The underlined “it” refers to ............... .

a) specific pathogen b) immune system C) immune response d) apathogenic entity

133. Influenza viruses can ............... .

a) lead to high morbidity rate worldwide b) make the flu vaccine ineffective for some people
c) equally affect all age groups d) last for three hundred years

134. The vaccines produced today ............... the pandemic threat of influenza.

a) ,though insufficient, can eradicate b) ,being preventive, can hardly reduce

c) has made people get rid of d) quantitatively have failed to overcome

135. The best topic for the third paragraph is ............... .
a) preventive measures of morbidity and mortality b) the imminent influenza pandemic

c) vaccination and the use of antiviral drugs d) the preventive effect of flu vaccine

Vocabulary Part

136. Some people take a vitamin ........... to ensure they get all the necessary nutrients.

a) Segment b) Supplement c) Specimen d) Substance
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137. The drug is designed to ........... the nervous system and increase alertness.

a) Stabilize b) Standardize c) Substantiate d) Stimulate
138. The doctor tried not to ........... the patient's discomfort any longer than necessary.
a) Protect b) Protract c) Project d) Promote
139. After the accident, he needed a ........... leg to be able to walk again.
a) Prosthetic b) Prophetic c) Pragmatic d) Profound
140. Consuming contaminated food can ........... the body with harmful bacteria.
a) Interact b) Interfere c) Intoxicate d) Interrupt
141. A cancerous tumor is considered ........... because it can spread to other parts of the body.
a) Invaluable b) Invariable c) Invasive d) Inadvertent
142. The deep ........... on his arm required several stitches to close.
a) Longevity b) Laceration c) Legislation d) Location
143. He found a small, hard ........... under his skin and decided to see a doctor.
a) Launch b) Loop c) Lack d) Lump
144. In developing countries, ........... is a serious problem that can stunt a child's growth.
a) Manipulation b) Manifestation c) Malnutrition d) Mobilization
145. The dentist had to make the patient’s jaw ........... before extracting the tooth.
a) Numb b) Nimble c) Narrow d) Neutral
146. A family history of heart disease can ........... a person to similar health issues.
a) Presume b) Pretend c) Precede d) Predispose
147. A ........... is any microorganism, such as a bacterium or virus, that can cause disease.

b) Pardon c) Patriot d) Pathogen
148. The damage to the spinal cord was ........... , and he would never walk again.
a) lIrrelevant b) Irreparable c) lIrregular d) lIrreversible
149. Some mushrooms are ........... and can cause death if eaten.
a) Legible b) Lethal c) Lenient d) Level
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150. Palliative care focuses on providing relief from the symptoms of a serious illness rather than a ............

a) Curse b) Curve c) Cure d) Clue

151. For a patient with severe breathing difficulties, the first ........... is often to secure an airway.
a) Priority b) Procedure c) Profession d) Proposal
152. The surgical ........... of the tumor was successful, and the patient is now cancer-free.

a) Remission b) Rehearsal c) Renewal d) Removal
153. He was so weak that he had to be helped to ........... the food.

a) Swallow b) Swell c) Swing d) Swear
154. The country has developed strong ........... to the new strain of the virus through vaccination.
a) Incompatibility b) Infirmity c) Injustice d) Immunity
155. It is difficult to watch the physical ........... of a loved one who is seriously ill.

a) Friction b) Frailty c) Fantasy d) Frequency
156. The experience of being in a car accident can be deeply ............

a) Tactful b) Trivial c) Tedious d) Traumatic
157. After years of smoking, his arteries were completely ........... with plaque.

a) Clogged b) Clamped c) Coagulated d) Classified
158. He felt a deep sense of ........... after failing his final exam.

a) Delight b) Desire c) Depression d) Disposition
159. During their hike, they had an unexpected ........... with a bear.

a) Endeavor b) Encounter c) Enactment d) Expansion
160. She felt a wave of ........... after receiving the good news.

a) Empathy b) Euphoria c) Envy d) Ecstasy
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